


THE  WEST  END  WIRE




An Internet Publication For The Information And Enjoyment Of Our Employees And Friends Of   WEST END ELECTRIC CO.,  INC.


June   &  July  2011                                                       WestEndElectricCo.com
____________________________________________________

SUMMER  SAFETY  SENSE

As the season changes, the weather warms, schools begin the summer break, and we begin to start our summer festivities, now it the time to reflect on safety; and plain ole’ watching out for one another in all of our activities.  Safety is not just for our jobsites!

Memorial Day marks the beginning of the critical days of summer which flows through the Fourth of July and concludes with Labor Day weekend.  During this particular period, safety awareness must be heightened largely due to the increased potential hazards associated with many summer activities. Safety should remain at the forefront of everything we do – regardless of the season.

There are so many things we are exposed to during the summer that increase our risk of accidents, such as travel, outside repairs to our homes or property, children playing in driveways and streets, camping, swimming, vacations, sports, fireworks, spraying pesticides, to name a few.  Here are some alarming summer statistics:

· Unintentional fall deaths in USA:  15,878 
· Motor vehicle deaths in USA:  31,523
· Unintentional poisoning deaths in USA:  20,892
· On average,  222,000 people go to the emergency room each July, 
due to ladder-related injuries.


Summer skin hazards is another area we may take for granted.  Some of these skin hazards that come with summer activities are:  jellyfish, stingrays, poison ivy, poison oak, sumac, mosquito bites, ticks, bee stings, chiggers, snake bites, spider bites, skin cancer exposure, heat rash,  and sunburn. 

Summer also triggers a rise in accidental shootings among children.  On average in the USA, one child dies every day, due to accidental shootings.  These numbers rise dramatically during the summer months.

Wow, it just doesn’t seem worth it now.  Maybe we should just lock our families up in the air conditioned house for the summer??  No way!!

Summer is here, so get out and enjoy it; BUT BE SAFE!  This is a time to find moments to relax with family and friends.  However, let’s take care of each other while doing that. Accidents can change your lives forever!  Whatever activities you choose to participate in, from vacation travel, water sports, backpacking, camping, off-road activities, hiking, or simply relaxing; remain aware of your surroundings and the hazards associated with your activities.  Choose and plan your leisure time carefully and make safety a top priority! 
______________________________________________________________________________

                             June & July Birthdays

               June:  Bill Mershon                         July:  Mike Cantrell
                          Mike Snipes                                     Nick Kingrey
                          Chad Hawes                                    Tim Jenkins
                          John Hill                                         Brandon Kuhn    
                         Jon Messer
                         Paul Evans    


Drive carefully!  It is not only automobiles that can be recalled by their maker.


WASHINGTON-NILE Middle School Sooo Close

The new Washington-Nile Middle School is nearly completed, and will be ready for classes this August.  With a July 20, 2011 completion date, there is still much to do; but a lot has already been completed.  The A/C is operating, and they are just about ready to begin work on the Gym floor.  Work still remains to be completed in the area of the Kitchen, Cafeteria, and office areas.  Everyday reveals great progress on this project.  Led by Bill Mershon, the following Electricians have been hard at it on this project:  Dan Maple, JB Cronin, Rod Hensley, Dave Huff, Bill Holland, Tucker Smalley, Will Mershon, Jason Russell, and Josh Pierce.  No serious injuries reported on this project.

Go Marines…

Orville Smith, a store manager for Best Buy in Augusta, Georgia, told Police he observed a male customer, later identified as Tyrone Jackson of Augusta, on surveillance cameras putting a laptop computer under his jacket.  When confronted, the man became irate, knocked down an employee, drew a knife and ran for the door.

Outside on the sidewalk were four Marines collecting toys for the “Toys for Tot’s” program.  Smith said the Marines stopped the man, but he stabbed one of the Marines, Cpl. Phillip Duggan, in the back.  The injury did not appear to be severe.  After Police and an ambulance arrived at the scene, Cpl. Duggan was transported for treatment.

The subject was also transported to the local hospital with two broken arms, a broken ankle, a broken leg, several teeth missing, possible broken ribs, multiple contusions, assorted lacerations, a broken nose and a broken jaw…  injuries he sustained when he slipped and fell off of the curb after stabbing the Marine.


Wastren’s New Office Building is Now Occupied 

Work has been completed and inspected, on Wastren’s new office building built on Shyville Road, on the North Access Road to the A-Plant.  Some of the office staff have moved into the building already.  Chad Hawes, Pete Nichols, and Nick Kingrey have been working extras for several weeks now.  This is a beautiful facility that is expected to serve those involved in the decontamination and demolition of the old Uranium Enrichment Plant (A-Plant) in Piketon.  There have been no injuries reported on this project, just like we planned it.


Congratulations To Graduating Apprentices

We want to congratulate the Graduates of our 5-year Apprenticehip Program. They have completed five grueling years of classroom and on the job training, and are now ready to show us their stuff.  Let’s keep them humble!  The class of 2011 consists of:  John DeLaCruz, Jerry Easter II, Richard Hinze, William Loper, Aaron Lore, Shawn McBee, Daniel Meadows, Bryan Pitts, Benjamin Pollard, and Rob Wolfe.


Fleming County Traffic Signals Are Operational

Andy Eldridge, Dwane Johnson, & Brandon Kuhn completed the traffic signal installation adjacent to the new Courthouse in Flemingsburg, Kentucky.  The new traffic signal system and poles really cleaned up the intersection and made everything around it look so much better.  We were contracted by Glenwood Electric to perform the traffic signal work that was part of the new Fleming County Courthouse project currently under construction.  We 
appreciate the opportunity to work with Glenwood Electric.  This was an injury-free project.  Not bad for the busiest intersection in Fleming County.
______________________________________________________________________________

I shall pass through this life but once.  Any good therefore that I can do, let me do it now.  Let me not defer or neglect it.  For I shall never pass this way again.
__________________________________________________________________

SOMC Pharmacy Renovations Finishes Up

The SOMC Pharmacy Renovation work is now completed.  What a difference!  The Pharmacy looks great, and is more user friendly for customers and employees.  Miles Lee Ferguson and Dustin Pendleton performed the Electrical work on this project.  It’s always a good thing to have an indoor project during the Winter.  We appreciate the opportunity to work with SOMC once again.  No injuries were reported on this project.  
__________________________________________________________________

Campbell Elementary School Nears Completion

Work should wrap up this month, on the New Cafeteria and Kitchen Addition being constructed at the Campbell Elementary School; in Raceland, Kentucky.  Danny Beekman and Ian Egbert have completed all of the conduit and wiring, and are waiting on painting and ceiling grid to be installed.  After that, they will install lights and devices, and wrap up the Electrical system.  No injuries reported to date, which is great news. 


Small Projects Continue @ Manchester Schools

Work has begun on the small projects with the two Manchester Schools.  We are installing surge protection in the High School, and replacing bad CCTV cameras on the exterior of the buildings.  Kenny Stewart began this work several weeks ago, and should finish it up in the next few weeks.


Portsmouth WWTP Work Almost Done 

Andy Eldridge is finishing up the last piece of work on the WWTP Upgrade Project,  Portsmouth’s first Stimulus Money Project.  We’re down to one final duplex pump station that should take a couple of days to wrap up.  This project has been a hit and miss project from the beginning, but has kept several of our Shop Rockets busy when it was needed the most.  This project is scheduled for completion this month. 


What is the definition of a shock absorber?
A careless Electrician!!


Clay PK-12 School Accelerates 

With school out for the Summer Break, the pace has increased to warp speed on the new Clay PK-12 School building; as well as renovations to the existing High School building.  The new building is closed in, and the chillers are scheduled to be started up next week.  Dehumidifiers have been set up in different parts of the building, to remove moisture and allow cabinetry and doors to be installed in classrooms.  Most of the painting is done, and many rooms now have ceiling grid and floor coverings installed. The majority of power and lighting has been completed in the new building, and the Technology System is moving at light speed.  The look in this place changes daily, as finishes continue to be completed.  There’s still a lot of work to be done, but this project has come a long way. Considering the ground breaking was one year ago this week, the extremely cold winter and extremely wet spring, and the small construction site; there has been a tremendous amount of work completed in the last 12-months.  The School District has scheduled classes to begin in the new facility, this August.  A lot of work to be done, but we’re up for the challenge. Led by Mike Snipes,  the following workers are getting it done on this project:  Ed Sommer, Justin Singer, Ryan Evans, John DeLaCruz, Paul Caplinger, Jeff Swords, Mike Cantrell, Will Collier, Tim Jenkins, Sarah Justice, John Messer, Steve Marth, Daryl Wolfe, Tim Literal, Kenny Stewart, Michael Hunt, Micah Knisley, Craig Spangenberg, Mike Altman, Bryan Pitts, Matt Secrest, Adam Smith, Matt meeker, John Hill, Mark Ruggles, Nick Kingrey, and Ian Egbert.  There have been no serious injuries reported by our Electricians.  Great Job!


You don’t get paid for the hour,
 you get paid for the value you bring to the hour.



SOMC Preventative Maintenance Work To Begin Soon

We are waiting on SOMC to schedule a time when we can begin inspections, operations, and cleaning of the high voltage equipment and switchgear at SOMC’s Main Campus.  This work will need to be closely coordinated with the Hospital Staff,  due to power outages 
and testing.  Dwane Johnson is heading up this work.  


ACP  FUTURE…STILL VERY PROMISING

Still no word on the 2-billion loan guarantee from DOE, but it the July 2011 date has not changed. All we can do is wait for the green light to start back up on the American Centrifuge Project.  Activity continues on the management side of USEC, in preparation for start-up of construction this summer.  We continue to be optimistic that things will finally come together this year.


The best preparation for good work tomorrow is to do good work today.


Service Work Continues…

Dwane Johnson continues to stay busy with Service work and small projects.  Lately, he has been working on the following:  West End Real Estate Company,  Valley Materials, Rumpke,  Tow Path Readymix, Counseling Center, Village of New Boston, City of Portsmouth,  Scioto County Jail, Wheelersburg Local School District, South Shore Water, The Portsmouth Public Library, Briar PNC Bank,  Hopeworks,  Aarick’s propane, SOMC East Campus Boiler Replacement, New Boston Wal-Mart, Portsmouth Filtration Plant, and Goodwill, ;  to name a few.  


Rubyville Community Church is in New Sanctuary 

The congregation at Rubyville Community Church moved into their beautiful new Sanctuary on April 6, 2011.  The April 10, 2011 Dedication Service saw just under 1,000 people in attendance, with room for more.  Work continues on the classrooms in the lower level of the building, which is expected to be completed in the next month or two.  Dwane Johnson has been involved in some of the Electrical work being performed on the lower level.  We are so grateful to have been a part of this beautiful worship center.  This has not only been a good place to work, it has been a wonderful place to worship!    


SOMC Cat Scan Work Wraps Up

We completed the Electrical work on the two new Cat Scan Rooms recently installed at SOMC.  We were contracted by River City Builders to perform the Electrical work on these projects.  Led by Andy Eldridge, the following men worked on the first Cat Scan Room:  Brandon Kuhn, Randy Eldridge, Craig Spangenberg, Miles Lee Ferguson, and Dustin.  The second Cat Scan Room was completed last week.  Led by Miles Lee Ferguson, the following men worked on the second Cat Scan Room:  Dustin Pendleton, Dwane Johnson, Craig Spangenberg, and Michael Hunt.  There were no serious injuries reported on this project.  As always, we really appreciate the opportunity to work with the fine folks at SOMC.


Begin doing what you want to do now. We are not living in eternity. We have only this moment, sparkling like a star in our hand – and melting like a snow flake.


AP Green Awards More Work

AP Green has written an order for West End Electric to perform Electrical work on their Batch Line Safety Project.  We are waiting on the call to begin work.  This project will be headed up by Andy Eldridge.  We always appreciate the work AP Green sends our way. 


 Work Completed in SOMC’s Rarden Building

Electrical and mechanical renovations were completed last month, in SOMC’s Rarden Building.  We were contracted by BB&E to perform the Electrical work on this project.  Miles Lee Ferguson and Dustin Pendleton performed the work on this project, without a single injury.  We always appreciate working with BB&E, and SOMC. 


Always remember that you are unique;  just like everyone else.


DCI Gets Exterior LED Lighting

Dwane Johnson recently installed LED lights on the exterior of the Dialysis Center at the corner of Waller and 17th Streets.  The existing lights were a maintenance problem, so the owner decided to go with the LED lighting suggested by Dwane.  That’s thinking green! 
Old Country Farmer…

An old country farmer had a wife who nagged him unmercifully. From morning till night she was always complaining about something. The only time he got any relief was when he was out plowing with his old mule.

One day, when he was out plowing, his wife brought him lunch in the field. He drove the old mule into the shade, sat on a stump, and began to eat his lunch. Immediately, his wife began nagging him again. Complain, nag, complain, nag – it just went on and on.

All of a sudden, the old mule lashed out with both hind feet, caught her smack in the back of the head. Killed her graveyard-dead on the spot.

At the funeral several days later, the minister noticed something rather odd. When a woman mourner would approach the old farmer, he would listen for a minute, then nod his head in agreement; but when a man mourner approached him, he would listen for a minute, then shake his head in disagreement.

This was so consistent, the minister decided to ask the old farmer about it. So after the funeral, the minister spoke to the old farmer, and asked him why he nodded his head and agreed with the women, but always shook his head and disagreed with all of the men.

The old farmer said,  “ Well, the women would come up and say something about how nice my wife looked, or how pretty her dress was, so I’d nod my head in agreement.”

“And what about the men?” the minister asked.

“They wanted to know if the mule was for sale.”
______________________________________________________________________________

USEC Projects Need Loan Guarantee

We bid the USEC “Mechanical Completion of Process Buildings X-3001 and X-3002” project with CDM,  in December 2010.  This project has been in negotiations for several months, with an agreement reached in April.  We have a tentative contract for this project, contingent on the loan guarantee being signed by DOE.  Once this loan guarantee has been signed, this project is scheduled to begin the first of November 2011; with a completion date some time in 2013.  There are many other projects on the ACP Project that are ready to begin, once the loan guarantee has been signed.  It’s plain to see how important that signature is to our area.  Definitely something worth praying for.
______________________________________________________________________________  

We want to welcome our newest Warehouse Worker, Todd McCain, to our team.  Todd began with us on April 11, 2011, and has fit in very well.  Todd resides with his folks in McDermott, Ohio. 

What we’ve bid,  and will be bidding…

· We recently bid the Electrical Package on the Lake Hope Dining Lodge, in Vinton County. The low bidder on this project was Claypool Electric.
· We recently bid parking lot lighting replacement at the Shawnee Lodge. The low bidder on this project was Ed Green Electric of Logan, Ohio.
· We recently bid the KDMC Family Care Center in Russell, Ky.  The low bidder on this project was Hi-Tech Electric.
· T.L. Blackburn started construction on the Medical Office Building on Kinney’s Lane.  Electrical plans should be ready for bid next month (July). We will be submitting a bid on this project.
· We recently bid the KDMC Family Care Facility in Proctorville, Ohio.  The low bidder on this project was Hi-Tech Electric. 
· We recently bid the Electrical package on renovations to the Russell Middle School.  Carr Electric was the low bidder on this project.
· We recently bid the Ashland, Ky. Community Kitchen Renovations Project.  The low bidder on this project was Hi-Tech Electric.
· We recently bid structural Grounding on Valley Elementary and High School Buildings.  The low bidder on this project was Claypool Electric.
· We have bid a number of small projects in our area. Some have been cancelled, some we were not awarded.
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