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Genesis 8:22 tell us  “As long as the earth remains,  there will be springtime and harvest,  cold and heat,  winter and summer,  day and night.”   The construction worker could add to this scripture,  “work and lay-offs.”  

Spring 2009 has arrived,  and not a moment too soon.  As far as our economy goes,  this winter has been a dark and gray one.  Construction has nearly come to a standstill.  Dodge reports have yielded very little prospects.  Some Ohio and Kentucky Counties have reported no construction for several months now.  What few jobs have surfaced have had a list of bidders from hundreds of miles away.  If you’ve had work through the winter,  you need to count your blessings.

Spring is also known as the start of better times.  The stimulus money our Government has provided should have worked its way through the government bureaucracy by now,  and we should see many of those “shovel ready” projects beginning in the weeks ahead.

The first signs of spring in our local construction industry has been the work picture starting to return at the American Centrifuge Program in Piketon,  Ohio.  Work is slowly starting back up.  We’ve been able to rehire several of our layed-off workers,  and look to call more back to work in the next few weeks.

Psalms 46:1 tells us,  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Lets take time to thank God for His help during these troubled times.


You can’t do anything about the length of your life,  but you can do something about its width and depth.
_____________________________________________________________

Scioto Co. JVS Work is Finishing Up Fast

This Campus has taken on a whole new look.  It has come a long way since construction began during the spring of 2007.  Things in the Taylor Building are finishing up quickly.  The site work is wrapping up,  and the loose ends are coming together.  This project is still looking at an early spring substantial completion.  Led by Mike Snipes,  Workers on this project include Dave Nichols,  Ryan Evans,  and Dick Greathouse.  This project continues to be injury free.  
 

SSU’s University Center Project Is Going Up

The new addition on the South side of the university center is going up fast.  With the floor slabs poured,  and metal studs installed,  we are getting a lot of Electrical work accomplished.  The switchgear is in place now,  and feeders are being pulled in.  There is still a lot to get done by the July 7, 2009 target date for the new Cafeteria,  but we have a great group of men working on this project.  Led by Danny Beekman,  this project has the following men:  Ed Sommer,  John Hill,  Josh Blevins,  Mark Spriggs,  Danny Maple,  Bill Mershon,  Will Mershon,  Blake Darst,  Gary Goble,  and T.J. Lawson.      With the exception of Mark Spriggs hitting the wrong nail,  there have been no serious injuries reported on this project.
________________________________________________________________________

April  Birthdays:  Dennis Beekman,  Gary Goble


Work Slowly Starts Back Up,  On The ACP Project

Task Order work on the ACP Project in Piketon is starting to come out of hibernation.  Pete has started calling some of our layed off workers back.  We hope to be back up to speed in the next two or three weeks.  As of this date,  we have ten workers and office staff on site.  Led by Pete Nichols, those workers include:  Mike Cantrell,  Chad Hawes,  Brian Maple,  Will Collier,  Nick Kingrey,  Greg Tingler,  Tim Jenkins,  Terry Fite,  and Carole Martin. 


A smooth sea never made a skillful mariner.


PHS Athletic Complex Progresses

As you drive by the site of the new Portsmouth Athletic Complex,  you can see the Fieldhouse is taking shape.  Most of the exterior walls are up,  and the floor slab has been poured.  Interior walls are also going up.  Soon the roof will be completed,  and the interior work will take off.  J & H Erectors have carved out the footprint of the new Football Field,  and are placing the stone wall at the North end of the field.  The Baseball field dugouts have been laid up and are ready for roofs.  Work is humming all over the site.  We received the football field light towers over a week ago,  and are trying to get them up and standing.  Weather has been a big problem,  but work still continues to get done.  Andy Eldridge and his crew have been making some headway with the Electrical.  Plans call for the Football Field and Fieldhouse / Concession building to be ready by this August,  so the Portsmouth Trojans can play Football in their new facility this Fall.  We will be ready!!  Andy’s crew consist of the following workers:  Mike Hunt,  Ed Nichols,  Kenny Stewart,  and Tim Literal.  There have been no injuries turned in on this project to date.  Keep up the great work!
________________________________________________________________________

SOMC Work Wrapping Up

What a beautiful medical facility SOMC has provided this community! In addition to it’s beauty,  improvements allow SOMC to handle more patients in the improved Emergency and Surgery Departments.  It is my understanding the heart care is doing much better than anticipated. The new North Bed Tower has Patients and Staff on all floors now.  These new patient rooms are all private rooms,  providing a more peaceful time for healing and recovery.  And the new Lobby and entrance is spacious and beautiful.  Bill Mershon and his crew finished up about everything they could do,  before being layed off or moved on to other projects.  Miles Lee Ferguson and Dustin Pendleton have been finishing up the loose ends and punchlist items,  as well as performing some small jobs for the hospital.  We will stay here as long as the work keeps coming,  and we hope it keeps coming!  We appreciate the work SOMC has provided us over the years.


Service Work Continues

Dwane Johnson continues to stay busy,  taking care of service calls and small projects.  Dwane has been working at Northwest Schools,  Rubyville Community Church,  Riverview Retirement Center, and other small projects.  He has also been taking care of warranty work and punchlists at Wheelersburg K-12 School.


The church steeple in Port Gibson is very high and was being painted on a rather hot day.  The Painter was about half way down and,  as the steeple was widening out,  it was taking more paint.  The Painter felt that he might not have enough paint to finish.

Since he was hot and tired,  and did not care to make another trip to the ground,  he decided to stretch the amount of paint by adding some paint thinner to it. 
 
When finished,  he lowered himself to the ground and went about cleaning up.  Then he looked up to see the results of his work and noted that the area with the thinned paint looked decidedly different.

He was pondering about what to do about it when the sky turned dark and there was a lightning flash and loud thunder clap.

Suddenly,  a booming voice came down from the sky and said,  

“REPAINT, AND THIN NO MORE!”


New Boston Shopping Center Finishes Up

Our contract work is completed on the New Boston Shopping Center’s building.   The Mall Developer has told us he’s done,  and wanted us to get our tools and materials off the site.  We appreciate our friends at J & H Erectors,  for giving us the opportunity to work on this project.  Josh Blevins has led our crew on this one,  and has done a great job keeping everything on track.  It’s unclear who will finish up the remaining shops,  but it was good while it lasted.  We wish nothing but success for these shops,  and are grateful for being a part of the construction.


Your talent is God’s gift to you.  
What you do with it is your gift back to God!


Estimating Is A Never Ending Process

Our Senior Estimator,  Dennis Beekman,  is constantly quoting prices for local projects and bidding larger projects in the area.  As slow as things have been lately,  the small projects are still out there.  We really appreciate the job Dennis does here.
Let him know how much you appreciate him.  (He’s always available for lunch)  
What we’ve bid,  and will be bidding…


· We were the low bidder on the Electrical package for the Nile Township Fire Station to be built on US Route 52,  West of State Route 125;  adjacent to the Nile Township Community Center.  We are waiting on this project to be awarded.
· Infra Metals still plans on building a new Steel Distribution Facility,  in the area behind the former Wal-Mart Shopping Center;  in New Boston,  Ohio.  We have been working with our friends at J & H Erectors as part of this design-build team.  Infra Metals is planning construction in the Spring of 2009.
· Last week,  we bid the electrical on a Plaza Renovations Project at SSU.  The bids came in over the budget for this project.  We’ve been told this project will be rebid at a later date. 
· We turned in a bid for the Electrical Service Upgrade,  at the A.P. Green Refractory in Oak Hill,  Ohio.  We are waiting on a response to this bid.
· We bid the Electrical on an office and maintenance building being built at the new Sunoco Coke plant,  in Franklin Furnace.  We are waiting on a response to our bid.
· We recently turned in a bid on the Pharmacy Renovations at the Scioto Trail CVS Store.  We’ve not gotten a response to this bid.
· We are watching for plans for a new K-12 School facility,  for Clay Local School District.
· We are watching for plans for a new K-12 School facility,  for New Boston Local School District.
· We are bidding the electrical work associated with the site prep project,  for Washington-Nile’s new Middle School.  Bids for the new Middle School facility should be out later this year.
· We’re waiting to hear back on a bid we submitted for a new Kidney Dialysis
      Center being installed in the lower level of SOMC’s One West. 
· We are looking forward to plans for Renovations of the SOMC Cafeteria
      and Kitchen areas,  due out ant time now.
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