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____________________________________________________

The Enemy Keeps Us Strong
I think it is a given fact that most of us dislike hindrances, obstacles, and problems in our lives. Our present lack of jobs and high gas prices are no exceptions to this list. One could say that these difficulties can easily be seen as our enemies. Life is much less stressful when we have plenty of work, and can afford to travel for work and pleasure without breaking our budget every time we fill our fuel tanks. I would like to remind you that it is during the hard times that we grow the most. The enemy really keeps us strong!

Our Pastor recently shared a story about a fish company that decided to sell their cod fish to a large outlet on the West coast. They had one big problem. Their company was on the East coast. That meant they would have to come up with a way to transport the cod all the way across the country and still keep them fresh. At first, they attempted to transport live fish in a tanker truck but by the time they arrived on the West coast, the fish were all dead. They then tried freezing the fish but by the time they were transported and distributed, they were not fresh and the restaurants had no interest in purchasing them. Then, they tried something else. They once again placed the live cod in a tanker truck, but this time they dropped in catfish too. When the truck arrived on the West coast, all the cod fish were alive and fresh. The reason is simple. Catfish is an enemy to the cod. So, the entire time the fish were being transported, they had to fight to overcome their enemy and it kept them strong and alive. We too have enemies in our lives to overcome, but they keep us strong during difficult times. For that reason, we should not always be so quick to quit in the face of difficult time. 

I hate to admit it, but I’ve lived long enough to see the economy in much better condition; but I’ve also seen it just as bad. What we’re going through right now will eventually pass. You can ask the elder folks and friends in your lives, and I believe they can verify this. We really need to remember the old saying:  “Tough times don’t last, but tough people do”.  May the “enemies” in our lives only serve to make us stronger! 
______________________________________________________________________________

                             August & September Birthdays
            August:  Pete Nichols                  September:  Prudy Copas

                           Danny Beekman                                Justin Singer       

                           Andy Eldridge                                  

                           Will Mershon

                           Michael Hunt                                              
Great Electricians are not born….they’re trained!

WASHINGTON-NILE Middle School Opens In August
With the Life-Safety Inspection just days away, the new Washington-Nile Middle School  will be ready when classes begin later this month.  Our crew is currently taking care of loose ends and extras. This is a state of the art facility, with some of the latest technology in daylight harvesting and technology available. There is much to be proud of, for the folks of the Washington-Nile School District; and we really appreciate the opportunity to be a part of this beautiful facility.  Led by Bill Mershon, the following Electricians are currently working on this project:  Dan Maple, Tucker Smalley, and Will Mershon.  There continues to be no serious injuries reported on this project.  Great news!

______________________________________________________________________________
Campbell Elementary School Wrapping Up

There are just a couple of minor items left to finish on the New Cafeteria and Kitchen Addition being constructed at the Campbell Elementary School; in Raceland, Kentucky.  Danny Beekman, with a little help from Dwane Johnson, has been wrapping up the loose ends. This has turned out to be a beautiful addition to the Elementary School building. With the exception of a few stitches, no other injuries reported on this project. That’s almost perfect.

Extras Continue in Wastren’s New Office Building 

Extras have continued in Wastren’s new office building on Shyville Road in Piketon. Chad Hawes has been busy on a number of different extras. The building has been occupied for several months now.  Some of the office staff has moved into the building already.  Wastren has work on the decontamination and demolition of the old Uranium Enrichment Plant (A-Plant) in Piketon.  

______________________________________________________________________________
Positive Thinking…

Thomas Edison was one of the world’s greatest inventors. Did you know he was legally deaf?  It’s true. He was offered the first hearing aid, but he didn’t accept it. When asked by the inventor of the hearing aid why he didn’t want the first hearing aid, Mr. Edison replied, “I do not want other’s opinions to affect my thinking.”   Wise words for us today.

Clay PK-12 School Opens This Month 
From Route 23, the new Clay PK-12 School Facility is looking very good, however, there are many items left to complete before classes start the end of August.  The Life Safety Inspection has been scheduled for mid-August. While classroom floors are being cleaned and waxed, there’s still a lot of work to do in the Kitchen, Gym, and Office areas in the new building.  Demolition of the South end of the existing High School began last week.  Kenny Stewart has been heading up the technology work on this project. He and his crew has been hard at it, trying to get these systems up and running before classes start in this new facility. Once school starts back up, we will still have some work to complete in the existing building. Led by Mike Snipes,  the following workers are working on this project:  Ed Sommer, Justin Singer, Ryan Evans, Paul Caplinger, Jeff Swords, Mike Cantrell, Will Collier, and John Hill. The following workers have been working on the technology package under Kenny Stewart:  Tim Literal, Matt Secrest, Daryl Wolfe, Craig Spangenberg, Micah Knisley, Michael Hunt, Jason Russell, JB Cronin, and Nick Kingrey.    There have been no serious injuries reported by our Electricians. 

Thanking Obama for killing Bin Laden is like going to McDonald’s and thanking Ronald McDonald for the hamburger. It’s the guy cooking the burger that should get the credit, not the clown.”        Thanks Prudy.
Small Projects Continue at Manchester Schools

Kenny Stewart recently completed installation of surge protection in the High School, and replacing bad CCTV cameras on the exterior of both school buildings.  The school district has additional security work to do this month, which should get underway in the next week or two.  We sure do appreciate the work we receive from the Manchester School District.

Portsmouth WWTP Work Completed 

Andy Eldridge recently completed the last of the Electrical work on the WWTP Upgrade Project, Portsmouth’s first Stimulus Money Project.  Many improvements were made to Portsmouth’s Waste Water Treatment Plant, but there are still future projects to be completed. We will be watching for those. No serious injuries were reported on this project.  

______________________________________________________________________________
I have six locks on my door, all in a row. When I go out, I lock every other lock. I figure no matter how long someone stands there picking my locks, they are always locking three of them.
ACP  FUTURE…STILL HOPEFUL

USEC has entered into a standstill agreement with Toshiba Corporation and Babcock & Wilcox Investment Company to extend its termination deadline from June 30 to August 15; to allow USEC more time to obtain a conditional commitment from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) for a $2 billion loan guarantee.  USEC applied for the loan guarantee in 2008 to build the American Centrifuge Plant (ACP) in Piketon, that will support about 8,000 US jobs during construction. In 2009, the DOE informed USEC that they would delay the final review of their application for six months.  There were some technical and financial concerns at that time, but those items were updated by July 2010.  The conditional commitment from DOE doesn’t bring the money, but it gives USEC a conditional commitment which will be followed by final terms and conditions agreed to before the final close. That’s when the money will start to flow.  From all indications, that flow of money may not happen until later this year. All we can do is wait for the green light to start back up on the American Centrifuge Plant.  We continue to be optimistic that things will finally come together, later this year.

Service Work Continues…

Service calls and small jobs continue to keep Dwane Johnson busy.  Lately, he has been working on the following:  West End Real Estate Company,  Rumpke,  Village of New Boston, City of Portsmouth, South Shore Fire Department, Lucasville Public Library, PNC Bank,  Ritches Marketplace in Piketon,  Aarick’s Propane, SOMC, American Savings Bank, PNC Bank, and the Ohio River Valley Youth Detention Center;  to name a few.  

When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that we do not see the one that has been opened for us.
SOMC PET/CAT Scan Work Begins

Work began recently on the new PET/CAT Scan room at SOMC. Led by Miles Lee Ferguson, the following men have been performing demolition and rough-in work: Dustin Pendleton, Dwane Johnson, and Brandon Kuhn. We have been contracted by J & H Erectors to perform the Electrical work on this project. Once completed, this will provide the Hospital with state of the art PET/CAT Scan equipment. No serious injuries reported to date, and we want to keep it that way!  We’re honored to be a part of this modernization project at SOMC. 

______________________________________________________________________________
Rubyville Community Church Finishing Out Basement 

Construction of classrooms in the basement of Rubyville Community Churches’ new Worship Facility is nearing completion. Walls are up and painted, and light fixtures have been installed in the ceiling grid. The Church hopes to be using these classrooms before the Holidays. Dwane Johnson has been involved in some of the work, but the biggest part of this work has been completed by volunteers, and they have done a great job. We appreciate the opportunity to be a small part of this project. As I said before, this has not only been a

good place to work, it has been a wonderful place to worship!   

AP Green Awards More Work

AP Green has written an order for West End Electric to perform Electrical work on their Batch Line Safety Project.  We are waiting on the call to begin work.  There are afew other small projects on the list of things to be done at the Oak Hill Facility, that will begin in the near future. We always appreciate the work AP Green sends our way. 

______________________________________________________________________________
 Work Begins On the Portsmouth Medical Office Building

We recently received a contract from T.L. Blackburn, to perform the Electrical installation on the new Medical Office Building being built on the site of the former McKinley Middle School, on Kinney’s Lane in Portsmouth.  Andy Eldridge has already began installing below slab conduits in the building. This project is expected to be completed early April 2012. We appreciate the opportunity to be a part of this project. We’re going for zero injuries!

Don’t let what you can’t do stop you from what you can do.

__________________________________________________________________

SOMC Preventative Maintenance Work To Begin Soon

SOMC is in the process of scheduling time for outages so we can begin inspections, operations, and cleaning of the high voltage equipment and switchgear at SOMC’s Main Campus.  This work will need to be closely coordinated with the Hospital Staff,  due to power outages and testing.  Dwane Johnson is heading up this work.  

Portsmouth Flood Defense Repairs

We recently received two purchase orders from the City of Portsmouth, to make repairs at two of the City’s flood pump stations.  Andy Eldridge and Dwane Johnson have been working on these projects. This work should wrap up in the next 30-days.

______________________________________________________________________________
An idea not coupled with action will never get any bigger than 

the brain cell it occupied.

Portsmouth Public Library Gets AEP Grid Smart Projects

We recently received two purchase orders from the Portsmouth Public Library, to perform Grid Smart lighting projects at the Portsmouth Main Library; and the Lucasville Branch. Dwane Johnson will be performing this work. The AEP Grid Smart program has been out for a short time, and we are hopeful it will lead to many more projects in our area.

USEC Projects Need That Loan Guarantee

We have picked up afew small projects at the A-Plant, but the larger projects won’t start until USEC gets the loan guarantee.  Our bid for the USEC “Mechanical Completion of Process Buildings X-3001 and X-3002” project with CDM,  is still alive; although the start date has been extended. We have a tentative contract for this project, contingent on the loan guarantee being signed by DOE.  Once this loan guarantee has been signed, this project is now scheduled to begin in the Spring of 2012; with a completion date some time in 2013.  There are many other projects on the ACP Project that are ready to begin, once the loan guarantee has been signed. It’s plain to see how important that signature is to our area.  Definitely something worth praying for.

______________________________________________________________________________
Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift.

That’s why we call it the present.

Real Messages On Church Marqee Signs….
“Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the snake, and the snake didn’t have a leg to 
  stand on.”

“Keep using my name in vain and I’ll make rush hour longer!  God.”

“There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google.”

“Honk if you love Jesus. Text while driving if you want to meet Him.”

“Thou shall not steal the copper from the AC unit. Please call 227-4110.”

“Read the Bible. It’s user friendly, plus we offer tech support here on Sundays at 

  10:00 AM.”

“Church parking trespassers will be baptized.”

“To be almost saved is to be totally lost.”

“What is missing from CH_ _ CH?  U R.”

“Everyday above ground is a good one.”

“You may party in hell, but you will be the barbeque.”

“How do we make holy water?  We boil the hell out of it.”

_____________________________________________________________________________
What we’ve bid, and will be bidding…

· We recently bid the Electrical package on an addition to Glockner’s Service Center. We have not heard the bid results yet.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on a Warehouse addition in Piketon, for OVEC.  We have not heard the bid results yet.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on the SOMC Urgent Care Facility in Waverly, Ohio. We understand Heibel Electric was awarded this project.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on the Wheelersburg Athletic Complex. The bids came in over the estimate. This project is undergoing design changes and should be out for rebid within the next 6-weeks.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on a CSX Coal Shaker building in Maysville, Kentucky.  We have not heard anything on this project yet.
· We recently bid the Electrical package on the LAW-DEPOT Square in Ironton, Ohio. We were the low bidder on this project, and should be hearing something in the next few weeks.
· We recently bid the Electrical work on the site prep package on the New Boston Industrial Park. This is the location of the new Infra-Metals facility, behind the Wal-Mart Store.  We have not heard the bid results on this project yet.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on a Boiler Replacement project in the SSU Fine Arts Building.  We were the low bidder on the Electrical Contract, and we understand the Mechanical package will rebid in the very near future.

· We recently bid the Electrical package on a Tractor Supply store in South Point, Ohio. We have not heard the bid results on this project yet.
· We recently bid the installation of four traffic signal controllers for the Village of New Boston. We are waiting on a decision from the Village, on this bid.
· We recently bid several small projects at A.P. Green Refractories in Oak Hill, Ohio. We are waiting to hear back on these proposals.
· We recently quoted installation of new Electrical Services for the Sound Stage at the Riverfront, in Portsmouth.  We have not gotten a response on this proposal, yet.
· We are bidding the Electrical on several office trailer complexes at the A-Plant.
· We are bidding the Electrical on a Filter Rehab project at the Portsmouth Filtration Facility.
· We will be bidding the Electrical on a Hospice Facility in Maysville, Ky.  
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